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Calendar of events 

September 

7-8 September 2010: Assuring 

Adequate Pensions & Social Benefits 

for all European Citizens (Liege, 

Belgium)  

9 September 2010: 12th Annual 

Meeting of the Society for Research on 

Nicotine and Tobacco Europe (Bath, 

UK)  

12-13 September 2010: WCRF 

Conference: Nutrition, Physical Activity 

and Cancer Prevention (London, UK) 

13-14 September 2010: Quality and 

Efficiency in the Asylum Process 

(Belgium) 

13-16 September 2010: Sixtieth 

session of the WHO Regional 

Committee for Europe (Moscow, 

Russia)  

14-17 September 2010: Active 

Ageing: Smart Solutions, New Markets 

(Odense, Denmark) 

15 September 2010: EP hearing the 

Written Declaration on the fight 

against Colorectal Cancer (Brussels, 

Belgium) 

16 September 2010: eHealth 

Strategies in European Countries 

(Brussels, Belgium)  

20 September 2010: Working with 

communities to reduce health 

inequalities conference (Brussels, 

Belgium)  

20-24 September 2010: Disease-

mongering and public health 

(Menorca, Spain) 

21-24 September 2010: 10th World 
Conference on Injury Prevention and 

Safety Promotion (London, UK)  

21-24 September 2010: The Second 

Global Forum on TB Vaccines (Tallinn, 

Estonia) 

28 September -  11th EHC Round 

Table of Stakeholders: Patient Safety 

and Haemophilia Care (Brussels, 

Belgium) 

28 September - 2 October 2010: 

International Scientific Conference – 

Health, Work and Social Responsibility 

(Rome, Italy)  

28-29 September 2010: European 

Healthcare Fraud & Corruption 

Network Annual Conference (Brussels, 

Belgium) 

30 September 2010: In-depth 

review seminar – child poverty 

30 September 2010: Improving the 

Health and Wellbeing of the UK 

  

  
  
  

  

Health environments and the impact of electromagnetic fields 

  
A new report called: “Promoting healthy environments with a focus on the impact of actions on 

electromagnetic fields”, shows that more data are needed to have a better overview of an individual’s 

exposure to electromagnetic fields in a modern environment, to better identify where exposure peaks 

occur, and how they can be avoided. Society and/or decision-makers have to decide which options of 

exposure reductions are to be applied, given the present scientific uncertainty in relation to some 

exposure scenarios. However, it is unclear at the moment whether precautionary measures lead to 

any benefits. 

The document is the final report of a study by the Danish Cancer Society and The Institute of Cancer 

Epidemiology, funded by the European Commission Directorate for Health & Consumer Policy, DG 

SANCO. This study aims to support the EU Environment & Health Action Plan by evaluating the impact 

and the effectiveness of EU actions undertaken since 2004, as well as by assisting in the identification 

of future actions. 

Click here to access the full report.  

  

EP Committee report calls for increased actions to promote healthy 

ageing amongst women 

  
A report on the on the role of women in an ageing society by the Committee on Women’s Rights and 

Gender Equality in the European Parliament has highlighted a number of concerning trends. The report 

asserts that “in general, women still face difficulties to ascend in their careers, leading to a situation of 

strong imbalance are overrepresented in upper management functions, especially among older women 

and men” and moreover, “elderly women face a greater risk of ending up living in poverty”. This is 

due to a number of different factors including pensions being lower for women than men, restricted 

access to public and private services affects older women and furthermore, ageing women tend to 

suffer more often from age-related diseases, such as memory diseases and cancers. 

The report calls for the European Commission and Member States to re-double its efforts to tackling 

age discrimination, reconcile work and care duties to allow women to participate and progress in the 

job market and while also ensure that the provision of health, care and social services reflect and 

actively promote gender equality initiatives, particularly in relation to the role women.  

A copy of the report is available here.  

  

Sweden criminalizes commercial export of snus to prevent it from 

entering the market in other Member States 

  
In order to implement its obligations under the Accession Treaty, Sweden has criminalized commercial 

export of snus (oral tobacco) and applies strict penalties. Export of snus is allowed only for travellers' 

personal use or as a gift for personal use. Distance selling of snus is illegal under the Swedish law, 

including online sales, when the recipient is in another Member State. Finland plans to have additional 

preventive measures, such as restrictions on passenger imports of snus. Other Member States have 

not reported any measures additional to the marketing ban. 

The measures were taken as a reply to the EC’s request for information in November 2009 to all 

Member States through the Regulatory Committee under the Tobacco Products, asking to what extent 

snus is consumed or marketed and what measures Member State have taken to prevent snus from 

entering the market (in other Member States).  

  
Would you like to promote events or new publications of your organisation in 

health highlights? Please send us your contributions! 
  

EU News 
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(Lodnon, UK)  

30 September – 1 October  2010: 

International Virtual Physiological 

Conference (Brussels, Belgium) 

October 

6-9 October 2010: 13th European 
Health Forum (Gastein, Austria) 

14-16 October 2010: 18th Annual 

Conference of the European 

Environment and Sustainable 

Development Advisory Councils (EEAC) 

(Bruges and Tournai, Belgium) 

14-15 October 2010: Hepatitis B 

and C Summit Conference (Brussels, 

Belgium) 

19 October 2010: Chronic 

Respiratory Diseases – Exploring 

Solutions in the EU  (Brussels, 

Belgium)  

21-22 October 2010: Environmental 

health and social vulnerabilities 

(Namur, Belgium) 

November 

4-5 November 2010: Social 

Platform’s annual conference on Care 

(Brussels, Belgium)  

8-9 November 2010: Addressing the 

Social Determinants of Health and 

Health Inequalities from a Regional 

Perspective (Ghent, Belgium)  

8-9 November 2010: Promoting 

Social Inclusion and Combating Stigma 

for better Mental Health and Well-

being (Lisbon Portugal)  

8-10 November 2010: 2nd European 

Conference on Environment and 

Health (Brussels, Belgium)  

11-12 November 2010: Careum 

Congress (Zurich, Switzerland)  

10-13 November 2010: European 

Public Health Conference (Amsterdam, 

the Netherlands)  

15-16 November 2010: Symposium 

on implementation research in public 

health (Stockholm, Sweden)  

17-20 November: ECOG 2010 and 

beyond: Tackling childhood obesity off 

the menu (Brussels, Belgium) 

18-19 November 2010: Combating 

poverty and social exclusion – The role 

of the European Social Fund (Brussels, 

Belgium) 

20 November: EU-US Summit 

(Lisbon, Portugal) 

29-30 November 2010: Medicine 

2.0’10 (Maastricht, the Netherlands)  

December 

1-5 December 2010: Thirteenth 

Berlin Roundtables on Transnationality 

(Berlin, Germany) 

6-7 December 2010: European 

Development Days (Brussels, Belgium)  

More online 

The full report from the Commission to the Council on the implementation by the Kingdom of Sweden 

of the measures necessary to ensure that oral tobacco is not placed on the market in other Member 

States is available here.  

  

EU funded project helps pinpoint bacteria and speed up healing in burn 

victims 

  
Thanks to EU-funded research, medical experts will now be able to more quickly identify the harmful 

bacteria or fungus which may be lurking in the wounds of burn victims and causing an infection, 

speeding up the diagnostic and healing process by days. Until now, doctors have had to rely on 

microbiological tests that took several days to identify which bacteria were causing the infection. More 

than 4000 people die in the EU each year because of accidents caused by fire and many thousands 

more are hospitalised to receive treatment for burns. 

Researchers from Germany, Italy, Lithuania and the UK have developed a small electronic device 

which can pinpoint the type of bacteria in just a few minutes, by identifying the minute amounts of 

gas the bacteria are producing. The quicker infections can be diagnosed, the faster patients can be 

treated, which can in turn lower the cost of lengthy hospital stays. The EU has invested €1.67 million 

of ICT research funding into the “Woundmonitor”, developing a successful first prototype device. 

More information can be found here.  

  

Are EU countries ready to meet the “2020 education targets”? 

  
EurActiv has published a new article in a series dedicated to views from various EU countries, 

particularly new member states, regarding the targets of the ‘Europe 2020’ strategy. The article deals 

with the European Union’s 2020 education targets and finds that while some of the EU’s member 

states are confident about meeting the targets, others - like Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania - may 

struggle to satisfy the European Commission’s expectations. 

The Europe 2020 strategy defines five headline targets at EU level for the next ten years, which 

member states will be asked to translate into national goals reflecting their differing starting points. 

The education targets comprise reducing the share of early school leavers from the current 15% to 

under 10% of the school population and making sure that at least 40% of youngsters have a degree 

or diploma. 

More information about this article, or the articles previously published in this series can be found 

here. 

  

End Child Poverty Now Campaign  

  
EuroChild has, in conjunction with the European Year to Combat Poverty and Social Exclusion, 

launched a campaign to end child poverty now. The campaign, through an online petition, aims to 

achieve strong political commitment from European political leaders and is calling for the European 

Commission to adopt a Recommendation on Child Poverty and Well-being. 

For more information on the End Child Poverty Now Campaign and its petition is available here. 

  

Plenary meeting of the EU platform for Diet, Physical Activity and 

Health, Brussels, 4 May 2010  

  
DG SANCO has published the official report from the Plenary meeting on 4 May 2010 of the EU 

platform for Diet, Physical Activity and Health. EuroHealthNet is a member of this platform; our 

members have already received such reports and briefings internally.  

The full report is available here. 

  

Vitamin D deficiency linked to autoimmune diseases and cancer 

  
Researchers in the UK and Canada have identified 229 human genes that are influenced by changes in 

vitamin D levels. Several of these genes are implicated in cancers and to autoimmune diseases such 

as multiple sclerosis (MS), lupus and rheumatoid arthritis. The findings, published in the journal 

Genome Research, have important implications for public health, in particular prenatal care. 

Recent studies have indicated that vitamin D intake could play an important role in susceptibility to 

MS, type-1 diabetes and rheumatoid arthritis. Vitamin D deficiency affects around 1 billion people 

worldwide. Usually, the deficiency can be avoided by getting enough sunshine or eating oily fish 
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For a full list of upcoming events, 

please visit the Equity Channel 

calendar. 

  

  

New Publications  

[The Equal Rights Review] – 

Promoting equality as a fundamental 

human right and a basic principle of 

social justice Title 

Available here. 

[Eurohealth] – Migration and health: 

a dynamic challenge for Europe 

Available here. 

[Richmond Foundation Centre] - 

Conference in Commemoration of the 

2009 World’s Mental Health Day: 

Conference Report 

Available here. 

[Harvard Center for Population 

and Development Studies] - Public-

private partnerships for public health 

Available here. 

[International Institute for Labour 

Studies] - A review of international 

migration policies 

Available here. 

[Lancet] - Expansion of cancer care 

and control in countries of low and 

middle income: a call to action 

Available here. 

[NICE] – Alcohol dependence and 

harmful alcohol use 

Available here. 

  

[Public Library of Science] - Will 

Cardiovascular Disease Prevention 

Widen Health Inequalities? 

Available here.  

  

[Norwegian Knowledge Centre for 

the Health Services] – Support tools 

for evidence-informed health 

Policymaking 

Available here. 

regularly. 

Dr Sreeram Ramagopalan of the Wellcome Trust Centre for Human Genetics in the UK reported that 

“there is now evidence supporting a role for vitamin D in susceptibility to a host of diseases. Vitamin D 

supplements during pregnancy and the early years could have a beneficial effect on a child's health in 

later life. Some countries such as France have instituted this as a routine public health measure”. 

More information is available on the Cordis website 

                

  

Addressing global health governance: the role of WHO and the need of a 

new mechanism 

  
A special issue of the Journal of Law, Medicine and Ethics discusses a new mechanism on how to 

improve global health governance, WHO’s role in this, and the need for a new global health 

architecture. Some authors continue to see WHO in the center of such a new configuration, others see 

it as one organization amongst many others and some consider it outdated. But the role of the 

organisation can only be determined if there is greater clarity about the various domains of global 

health and its role in relation to them.  

The full article, called “Addressing global health governance challenges through a new mechanism:  

the proposal for a Committee C of the World Health Assembly”, can be found here.  

  

WHO Factsheet on Youth People: Health Risks and Solutions 

  
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has, as part of the International Year of Youth which started on 

the 12th of August, produced a factsheet on the health of youth. More than 1.8 million young people 
aged 15 to 24 die each year, and a much greater number of young people suffer from illnesses which 

hinder their ability to grow and develop to their full potential. A greater number still engage in 

behaviours that jeopardize not only their current state of health, but often their health for years to 

come.  

Nearly two-thirds of premature deaths and one-third of the total disease burden in adults are 

associated with conditions or behaviours that began in their youth, including: tobacco use, a lack of 

physical activity, unprotected sex or exposure to violence. 

Please visit the WHO website to read the full factsheet.  

  

Nicotine increases breast cancer growth 

  
Nicotine - the addictive part of cigarettes - may cause breast cancer tumours to grow, according to a 

new study. This is the first time nicotine itself has been linked to breast cancer, even though it was 

previously associated with several other cancer types. Scientists at the Taipei Medical University 

examined 276 samples from breast cancer tumours and found the cells had large numbers of 

receptors which nicotine was able to attach to when compared to normal cells. Even when normal cells 

were treated with nicotine, cancer characteristics developed, the researchers found. 

Dr Ilona Linnoila from the Center for Cancer Research at the institute wrote in an accompanying 

editorial that the study "suggests not only that smoking could be causally related to breast 

carcinogenesis but also that nicotine could directly contribute to the molecular mechanism of 

carcinogenesis in addition to indirectly contributing by promoting addiction to smoking". 

More information is available on the website of the International Federation of Gynecology and 

Obstetrics.  

  

Breath test could help to detect cancer 

  
A test using a patient’s breath could be developed to detect lung, breast, bowel and prostate cancers, 

a team of scientists have discovered. Sensors were able to distinguish between the breath of healthy 
patients and those who have cancer, and were also able to identify the type of cancer – irrespective of patient’s 

age, gender or lifestyle.  

The study is at its very early stage and further tests with larger samples would be needed to determine the 

strength of the link between breath and cancer detection. However, The results could potentially lead to the 

development of a low cost, easy-to-use, non-invasive and portable test to help diagnose cancer earlier in 

patients – something which doctors often struggle to do because of a shortage of reliable methods. 

Other international news 
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The article, published in the British Medical Journal, can be accessed here.  

  

Young Olympians get the HIV message 

  
AIDS-inspired dance workshops, sports games with an HIV awareness-raising twist and make-your-

own plasticine prevention messages were highlight activities coordinated by UNAIDS at the first-ever 

Youth Olympic Games, as part of the culture and education programme designed to encourage young 

Olympic athletes to learn more about issues of well-being, healthy lifestyle and social responsibility. 

Throughout the proceedings of the Youth Games a UNAIDS booth and a series of workshops 

addressed sexuality and HIV transmission, including myths and misconceptions, through interactive 

games, peer-to-peer discussion and innovative dance and drama methods. 

More information is available from the UNAIDS website.  

  

  

Registration of infectious diseases in the Netherlands 

  
As commissioned by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Employment, the Centre for Infectious Disease 

Control (CIb) of the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) has analysed the 

two systems currently used for the registration of infectious diseases in the Netherlands. These are 

the registration system for notifiable infectious diseases (Osiris) and the system for the registration of 

occupational diseases used by the Netherlands Center for Occupational Diseases (NCvB). 

The report shows that, due to the small number of notifications and the under-reporting in both 

registration systems, no statistically reliable statements can be made regarding the number of 

employees who contract an infectious disease whilst they are at work. Analysing the data does, 

however, provide valuable information on the occurrence of infectious diseases in the working 

environment and the kinds of tasks being carried out when exposure occurs. 

Click here to read the report by the RIVM or here for further information.  

  

Scottish Diabetes Action Plan published 

  
An action plan setting out a three-year vision for improving the health and wellbeing of people with 

diabetes in Scotland has been published. The Scottish Diabetes Action Plan 2010 offers the 

opportunity for the diabetes community to work together to share best practice, support and deliver 

high quality care. 

The plan aims to: (1) Promote self-management of the condition through effective education, better 

access to psychological support and the use of information technology; (2) Minimise the impact of the 

potentially serious complications associated with diabetes; (3) Increase the availability of intensive 

insulin treatment for people with Type 1 diabetes, including insulin pump therapy; and (4) Create a 

stronger emphasis on screening and prevention of diabetes 

The Scottish Diabetes Action Plan 2010, called “Quality Care for Diabetes in Scotland” can be found 

here.  

  

Romanian healthcare “on verge of collapse” suggest reports 

  
Romania spends less on healthcare than any other country in the European Union, and because of the 

worst recession on record, it is planning to spend even less. This chronic underfunding and a brain-

drain of medical staff could be putting patients at risk. Since 2007, almost 5,000 doctors - one in ten - 

have left Romania for Western Europe, where they can earn 10 times more. 

More information can be found here.  

  

Renewing Primary Care: Lessons learned from the Spanish health care 

system 

  
A new article in Health Affairs shows, by giving the Spanish experience, that it is possible to transform 

primary care, as part of an overall health care transformation conducted in a short time frame with 

modest investments, and still achieves impressive improvement in the health of the population.  

From 1978 on, Spain rapidly expanded and strengthened its primary health care system, offering a 

National and local news 
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lesson in how to improve health outcomes in a cost-effective manner. The nation moved to a tax-

based system of universal access for the entire population and, at the local level, instituted primary 

care teams coordinating prevention, health promotion, treatment, and community care. Gains 

included increases in life expectancy and reductions in infant mortality, with outcomes superior to 

those in the United States. In 2007 Spain spent $2,671 per person, or 8.5 percent of its gross 

domestic product on health care, versus 16 percent in the United States.  

To read the abstract of this article, please visit the website of Health Affairs.  

  

Cancer and mortality in the United Kingdom 2005-2007 

  
A new report has been published which presents the number of newly diagnosed cases of cancer 

(incidence) and deaths from cancer (mortality), in the UK during 2005–07. The figures show that 

around 80,555 males and 74,000 females died from cancer in each of those years in the UK, and 

breast cancer had the highest incidence rate among females, and prostate cancer had the highest 

incidence rate for males.  

Additionally, the report shows that Scotland had the highest overall cancer mortality rate (17 per cent 

higher than the UK average), Wales had the highest cancer incidence rate for males (11 per cent 

higher than the UK average) and Scotland had the highest cancer mortality rate for females (8 per 

cent higher than the UK average).   

The full report can be found on the website of the Office for National Statistics.  

  

German Social Democrats want to fight healthcare fraud 

  
A task force of the (opposition party) Social Democratic group in the German Bundestag is going to 

present proposals after the summer break on how to tackle billing fraud in the healthcare sector. 

Experts calculate that a two-digit billion amount could be saved each year, if the costs for services 

would be stated and reimbursed correctly. The public sickness funds stated they have claimed back 

€1,5 billion from hospitals in 2009 due to the fact that healthcare services were falsely billed. The 

members of Parliament will assess how doctors and hospitals that issue illegal bills for their services 

could be better sanctioned. More information can be found here.  

  

UK breast cancer mortality rates have fallen faster than in other 

European countries 

  
According to a new study, population-based breast cancer mortality rates in the UK have fallen steeply 

in the last two decades - more than in any other major European country. These results challenge 

claims that survival after breast cancer is worse in the UK than elsewhere in western Europe. 

Since the late 1980s, breast cancer mortality rates have been falling in many European countries. This 

has been largely attributed to the combined effects of early diagnosis, including breast screening, and 

the effective treatment of breast cancer.  

More information about this article, published in the British Medical Journal, can be found here. 

  

‘Quit smoking programmes’ as part of the standard package of insured 

treatment 

  
The Dutch Minister of Health, Welfare and Sports, Ab Klink, has agreed that from January 2011 

onwards the costs of programmes that help people to quit smoking will be covered by the Dutch 

health insurance system.  

Research has shown that by providing compensation for such programmes, people are more willing to 

make use of them and thus to ask for support and help. It also results in a higher success rates to quit 

smoking and it has been proven to be highly cost-effective in the long term.  

Additionally, this decision is important for the reduction of existing health inequalities between 

different socio-economic groups. Lower welfare groups are more likely to be smokers, thus by taking 

away the financial threshold to start with such programmes these people have the opportunity to 

receive the support and help to stop smoking as well.  

Click here to read the official press release by the Netherlands Public Health Federation (only available 

in Dutch).  

  

Sweden: Heat waves and mortality among vulnerable groups 
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In order to increase knowledge about heat waves and their effects on vulnerable groups, an analysis 

has been carried out by the Occupational and Environmental Medicine Unit, Umeå University, on 

behalf of The Swedish National Institute of Public Health. To a large extent, the result of this study is 

similar to results from studies in other countries. For example, among people who have previously 

been admitted to hospital for a mental illness the number of deaths increases by up to 90% during the 

seventh day of the heat wave. Among people who have previously been admitted to hospital for 

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, mortality increases by over 60% on the seventh day of a heat 

wave. Diseases which increase vulnerability to heat are more common among elderly people.  

This study of Swedish data shows that the duration of a heat wave is of great importance to mortality. 

The results suggest that heat alerts and targeted actions should therefore be also based on how long 

the heat wave will last. In some countries there are systems for real-time monitoring of the number of 

deaths that occur and now Sweden has also put such a system in place. 

Click here for further information.  

  

Data from France and the UK shows that climate change will increase 

heart deaths 

  
Climate extremes of hot and cold will become more common and this will put strain on people's 

hearts, doctors say. A study in the British Medical Journal found that each 1°C temperature drop on a 

single day in the UK is linked to 200 extra heart attacks.  

Heatwaves, meanwhile, increase heart deaths from other causes, as shown by the events in Paris 

during summer 2003. Over 11,000 people died in France's heatwave in the first half of August of that 

year when temperatures rose to over 40°C. Many of these were sudden cardiac deaths related to 

heart conditions other than heart attack. 

More information can be found here.  

  

UK: Restaurants and pubs may be forced to reveal calorie counts 

  
Restaurants, take-aways and pubs could be forced to print menus calculating the calories in meals 

under government plans to combat obesity. The government has signaled it may change the law if 

businesses do not respond to attempts to introduce a voluntary industry system.  

The Food Standards Agency is trialling a scheme in which about 20 restaurant chains provide calorie 

counts of all dishes on their menus. 

Click here for further information.  

  

Unhealthy Brits could be denied free healthcare  

  
Free medical treatments could be cut back in the next decade as the NHS struggles under the strain of 

Britons' unhealthy lifestyles, a report has warned. Penalties could also be imposed on people who 

refuse to change their behaviour through similar legislation to the smoking ban, according to 

predictions made by Friends Provident insurance company and the Future Foundation. The report - 

Visions of Britain 2020 - maps out the potential impact of people eating unhealthily, exercising too 

little and drinking too much alcohol despite Government health campaigns. 

The full report is available here. 

  

Report reveals that location and deprivation can affect setting for 

deaths across England 

  
Whether you die in hospital or your own home can depend on where you live, according to research by 

the National End of Life Care Intelligence Network (NEoLCIN). Their new report: “Variations in Place of 

Death in England: Inequalities or appropriate consequences of age, gender and cause of death?” 

shows that age, gender, cause of death and socio-economic factors affect where people die. It reveals 

big variations in the percentage of deaths that occur in hospital - both between the English regions 

and at a local authority level. 

The report shows that people on low incomes are more likely to die in hospital, with 62% of deaths 

amongst people in the most deprived quintile of the population occurring in hospital. Amongst the 

most affluent fifth of the population this figure is 55%. The report cautions however that these 

inequalities might reflect a greater incidence of diseases requiring hospital care at the terminal stage 

amongst people in lower socio-economic groups.  

Click here to access the report or visit the website of the NEoLCIN for further information.   
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UK: Poor children at the back of the queue for good schools  

  
Poor children, already lagging behind their better-off peers in terms of educational achievement, are 

held back by socially selective school admissions, says a new report by children's charity Barnardo's. 

Children born into disadvantage, already less likely to do well in school, more likely to leave at 16 and 

become ‘NEET’ (not in education, employment or training) and less likely to go on to higher education, 

are condemned to go the worst not the best schools. 

The report, called “Unlocking the gates: Giving disadvantaged children a fairer deal in school 

admissions” outlines how widening access to good neighbourhood schools has a critical role to play in 

narrowing the opportunity gap in education. 

Click here to read the report.  

  Using Health Highlights 
 
EuroHealthNet seeks to practice sustainable approaches – please do not waste resources by printing this publication 
unnecessarily, but do forward electronically to colleagues in your organisation, agency or institution. 

  
Would you like to inform other members about new publications or events in your organisation or country? Please send contributions to 
y.kuipers@eurohealthnet.eu 
  
EU Health Highlights is produced for the internal use of organisations, institutions, authorities and departments interested in 

health promotion, disease prevention and public health in the EU. It is funded only by fees paid to us. 

  
If any reader knows of people or bodies who might find it useful to receive Health Highlights, please do not copy it externally beyond your 
agency without our authorisation, but do send details to us at: y.kuipers@eurohealthnet.eu 
 
We will be pleased to make contact and offer our services, including a free trial period. Your comments and suggestions will 

also be welcome. Thank you for your help. 
  

If you wish to unsubscribe from our Health Highlights, please send an email to y.kuipers@eurohealthnet.eu with “Unsubscribe HH” in 
the subject line. 
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